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ABSTRACT 

Globalisation, characterised by increased 
interconnectedness among nations through trade, 
communication, and cultural exchange, has reshaped 
the global landscape. While it has led to economic 
growth, technological advancement, and international 
cooperation, it has also inadvertently facilitated the rise 
and expansion of transnational terrorism. This paper 
examines how globalisation has influenced terrorism by 
enabling the cross-border flow of extremist ideologies, 
easing recruitment processes through digital platforms, 
creating new avenues for terrorist financing, and 
enhancing operational coordination across nations. The 
global reach of terrorist organizations such as Al-Qaeda 
and ISIS exemplifies how interconnected networks and 
technological advancements have empowered non-state 
actors to threaten international peace and security. By 
analysing the dual impact of globalisation—both its 
constructive and destructive potentials—this study 
highlights the urgent need for comprehensive and 
collaborative global counterterrorism strategies. The 

paper further explores how international institutions 
and nation-states can address these evolving threats 
while maintaining the core values of openness and 
cooperation that globalization promotes. 
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INTRODUCTION 

“Terrorism is a weapon of the weak. Terrorism is a tactic. The 
only way to deal with it is to isolate it and deny it any legitimacy.” 

by Nelson Mandela 

Globalization is the process of increasing interconnection and 
interdependence among nations, economies, cultures, and 
societies. It has accelerated dramatically in recent decades due to 

advances in communications technologies, international trade, 
and the cross-border flow of capital, people, and ideas. 
Economically, globalization has led to the expansion of global 

markets, the rise of multinational corporations, and the 
integration of national economies into a global system (Friedman, 

2005). Culturally, it has facilitated the exchange of ideas, values, 
and lifestyles, while promoting the rapid diffusion of technological 
innovations (Castells, 2010). Politically, globalization has 

generated greater cooperation and, at times, tension between 
governments, with international organizations such as the United 

Nations and NATO playing a pivotal role in addressing global 
challenges.1 

However, while globalization has brought considerable benefits, it 
has also created opportunities for new and complex threats, such 

as terrorism.  The interconnectedness driven by globalization 
enables terrorist groups to operate more effectively across 
borders, allowing them to recruit, communicate, and finance their 

activities globally (Neumann, 2013). The rise of transnational 
terrorist organizations such as Al-Qaeda and ISIS highlights how 

globalization has facilitated the spread of extremist ideologies, 
creating new challenges for national and international security.2 

This paper explores the impact of globalization on terrorism by 
examining the ways it facilitates the spread of terrorist ideologies, 

facilitates recruitment, provides new sources of financing, and 
enhances the coordination of global terrorist networks. It will 

analyze how the same global connections that promote trade, 
culture, and communication also contribute to the increasingly 
global nature of terrorism, with specific examples of globalized 

terrorist networks and the challenges they present for 
counterterrorism initiatives.3 

 

 
1 Manuel Castells, The Rise of the Network Society (2nd edn, Wiley-Blackwell 

2010). 
2 Thomas L Friedman, The World is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First 
Century (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005). 
3 Peter R Neumann, The New Jihadism: A Globalized Terrorist Threat 

(Routledge, 2013). 
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GLOBALISATION 

Globalization refers to the increasing interconnectedness of 
countries, cultures, and economies worldwide, facilitated by 

advances in technology, trade, and communication. It has led to 
the integration of national economies, where goods, services, 

capital, and labor flow freely across borders. This economic 
integration has resulted in the expansion of global markets, the 
rise of multinational corporations, and the interdependence of 

nations. The free flow of trade, exemplified by agreements such as 
the World Trade Organization (WTO) and regional trade pacts, has 

fueled global economic growth, but has also generated challenges 
such as income inequality and market volatility (Sachs, 2005).4 

Culturally, globalization has fostered the exchange of ideas, 
values, and lifestyles, with media, art, and technology 

transcending national borders. This has led to greater cultural 
understanding but has also eroded some local traditions, as global 
cultures often predominate.  The free movement of people, both 

for economic opportunities and cultural exchanges, has further 
deepened global interconnections, contributing to more 

multicultural societies. However, this increased mobility also 
facilitates the spread of extremist ideologies, as individuals and 
groups can communicate and recruit globally.5 

Technological advances, particularly in the areas of 

communication and the internet, have been instrumental in 
driving globalization. The internet, along with social media 

platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube, has 
revolutionized the way people interact, share information, and 
form communities. These technologies enable the instant 

exchange of ideas and the creation of online networks, which can 
promote social progress and facilitate the spread of extremist 

ideologies. Terrorist groups, for example, exploit these platforms 
to recruit, radicalize, and coordinate their actions (Weimann, 
2016). The anonymity and global reach of the internet provide a 

space for these ideologies to flourish without geographical 
restrictions.  In the political sphere, international organizations 
such as the United Nations (UN) and NATO have played an 

important role in addressing the global nature of threats such as 
terrorism. The UN's counterterrorism strategy focuses on both 

preventing terrorism and strengthening international cooperation 
among Member States (UN, 2006). NATO, through its collective 
defense mechanisms, has participated in operations aimed at 

curbing terrorism, particularly in regions such as the Middle East. 

 
4 Jeffrey D Sachs, The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Time 

(Penguin Press 2005) 
5 Gabriel Weimann, Terrorism in Cyberspace: The Next Generation (Columbia 

University Press 2016). 
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These institutions, along with regional organizations, collaborate 
to address the multiple challenges posed by globalization, 

including the rise of global terrorism.6 

EVOLUTION OF TERRORISM IN A GLOBALIZED WORLD 

Terrorism has evolved significantly over the last century, moving 
from a localized phenomenon to a global threat. Historically, 
terrorism was typically a tactic used by political or nationalist 

groups to achieve local or regional goals, such as independence 
from colonial rule or resistance against authoritarian regimes. The 

earliest examples of terrorism can be found in the 19th century, 
when groups such as the Russian Narodnaya Volya attacked 
Russian imperial officials and the Irish Republican Army (IRA) 

engaged in violent actions to force British withdrawal from Ireland 
(Hoffman, 2006). These acts were primarily localized, with little 

coordination or reach beyond the affected regions.7 

However, with the advent of globalization, terrorism has 
increasingly become a transnational problem. The rise of groups 
such as Al-Qaeda and ISIS exemplifies how globalization has 

transformed terrorism into a global threat.  Al-Qaeda, founded by 
Osama bin Laden in the late 1980s, took advantage of the 
increasing cross-border flow of people, goods, and ideas to create 

a global network of jihadists. The group's primary goal was to 
establish a global caliphate, uniting Muslims under a radical 

interpretation of Islam. To achieve this, al-Qaeda took advantage 
of the globalized world, recruiting fighters from different 
countries, establishing training camps in Afghanistan, and using 

modern communication technologies to spread its ideologies 
(Neumann, 2013). ISIS, a more recent and even more brutal 

organization, further globalized terrorism by expanding its reach 
beyond the Middle East to recruit fighters from Europe, North 
America, and other regions. It used social media to spread 

propaganda and attract followers, turning the fight for a global 
caliphate into an international cause.8 

Globalization has provided terrorist groups with the tools to 

operate across borders more easily.  The internet and social media 
allow terrorists to recruit and radicalize people from around the 
world without the need for physical proximity. Training and 

coordination are no longer limited to physical camps or safe 
houses but can be carried out through encrypted communications 
and online platforms (Weimann, 2016). Furthermore, the 

 
6 United Nations, United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy (2006) UN 

Doc A/RES/60/288. 
7 Ibid. 
8 United Nations (n 3). 
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interconnected global financial system allows terrorist 
organizations to easily access and move funds, enhancing their 

operational capacity. The free movement of people also allows 
individuals to travel and fight in foreign conflicts, and return to 

their home countries to carry out attacks.9 

The 9/11 attacks in the United States are a clear example of how 
globalisation facilitated the global scale of terrorism. Al-Qaeda 
orchestrated the attacks through a highly coordinated plan 

involving members from different countries, who travelled to the 
United States, received flight training, and executed a 

sophisticated assault on American soil.  The attacks 
demonstrated a terrorist group's ability to operate internationally, 
utilising a global network of resources, from financing to logistical 

support. The aftermath of 9/11 exposed the vulnerabilities of 
international security systems, as the attacks highlighted how an 
interconnected terrorist group could attack multiple targets 

around the world, leaving nations vulnerable to asymmetric 
warfare on a scale never before seen.10 

Globalisation has therefore played a crucial role in expanding the 

reach of terrorism, making it a truly international problem. With 
the increasing ease of communication, movement, and financing, 
terrorist organizations are now more able than ever to coordinate 

attacks and spread their ideologies across borders, as seen with 
Al-Qaeda and ISIS. These groups exemplify how globalization can 

create opportunities for global cooperation while simultaneously 
exposing new vulnerabilities.11 

THE ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION 

In the modern era, technology and communication platforms have 
become crucial tools for extremist groups, expanding their reach, 

influence, and operational capability. The internet and social 
media, in particular, have become double-edged swords, 

facilitating global communication and enabling the proliferation 
of extremist ideologies, recruitment, and cyberterrorism activities. 

THE INTERNET AND SOCIAL MEDIA 

The internet provides extremist groups with unprecedented 
access to global audiences, allowing them to spread their 

ideologies, recruit followers, and coordinate attacks. Social media 

 
9 Ibid 
10 Weimann (n 5). 
11 Ibid 
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platforms such as YouTube, Twitter, and encrypted messaging 
applications such as Telegram play a critical role in these efforts.12 

1. ISIS Media Operations: The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 

(ISIS) exemplifies how extremist groups exploit the internet. 
They used platforms like YouTube to distribute high-quality 
propaganda videos designed to recruit and inspire people 

globally.  These videos often glorified violence, portrayed a 
utopian vision of life under ISIS, and incited terrorist acts.13 

2. Twitter Reach: On Twitter, ISIS employed thousands of 

automated bots to amplify its messages, using hashtags to 
reach a wider audience and evade detection. Despite efforts 
by social media companies to suspend such accounts, 

extremists adapted with new tactics.  

3. Encrypted Telegram Channels: Encrypted applications 
like Telegram provided a safe space for extremist groups to 

coordinate operations, distribute training manuals, and 
issue directives. For example, public and private Telegram 
channels were used to plan attacks and disseminate 

operational information, evading scrutiny from law 
enforcement. 

ONLINE RADICALIZATION 

Social media platforms have become fertile ground for 

radicalization, particularly targeting vulnerable individuals such 
as disenfranchised youth, disillusioned professionals, or those 
facing social isolation.  Extremist groups employ sophisticated 

psychological techniques to identify, engage with, and recruit 
these individuals.14 

1. Initial interaction: Groups use public forums and social 

media posts to disseminate messages that resonate with 
potential recruits' grievances or ideological leanings. For 
example, posts highlighting political injustices or cultural 

conflicts often attract attention. 

2. Grooming and indoctrination: Once initial contact is 
established, extremist recruiters build trust and offer 

tailored content to deepen ideological commitment. 

 
12 Richard Barrett, The Islamic State (The Soufan Group 2014). 
13 Maura Conway, Ryan Scrivens and Logan Macnair, ‘Right-Wing Extremists’ 

Persistent Online Presence: History and Contemporary Trends’ (ICCT, 2019) 

https://www.icct.nl/publication/right-wing-extremists-persistent-online-
presence accessed 15 May 2025. 
14 Andy Greenberg, ‘The Cybersecurity Risk to Critical Infrastructure’ Wired 

(23 March 2021) https://www.wired.com/story/cybersecurity-critical-

infrastructure-risk/ accessed 15 May 2025. 
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Vulnerable individuals are gradually introduced to private 
groups or encrypted chats where radicalization escalates. 

3. Case studies: Groups such as Al-Qaeda and ISIS have 

successfully radicalized individuals in Western countries, 
taking advantage of feelings of isolation or dissatisfaction. 

In some cases, recruits were persuaded to carry out attacks 
in their home countries, such as the ISIS-inspired lone wolf 
attacks in the United States and Europe.15 

CYBERTERRORISM 

Beyond ideological dissemination and recruitment, extremist 

groups are increasingly turning to cyberterrorism to achieve their 
goals. Cyberattacks can disrupt critical infrastructure, sow chaos, 

and generate significant economic and psychological impacts.16 

1. Attacks on critical infrastructure: In 2015, hackers 
attacked Ukraine's power grid, causing blackouts for 
hundreds of thousands of citizens. Although attributed to 

Russian state-sponsored actors, the attack demonstrated 
how extremist groups could employ similar tactics.17 

2. Ransomware and extortion: The ransomware attack on 

Colonial Pipeline in 2021 exposed vulnerabilities in critical 
systems. Although not linked to a terrorist organization, the 
attack underscored the potential for groups to use similar 

methods to disrupt energy supplies or extort governments.  

3. Economic disruption: The 2017 WannaCry ransomware 
attack, attributed to North Korean actors, caused 

widespread disruptions to hospitals, banks, and 
businesses, demonstrating how cyberterrorism can target 
essential services on a global scale. 

GLOBALIZATION AND TERRORIST FINANCING 

Globalisation has significantly expanded financial networks, 

offering opportunities for terrorist organisations to exploit these 
systems for fundraising and money movement. Terrorists use 

global financial systems in various ways, such as soliciting 
donations under the guise of charitable causes, funnelling funds 

 
15 Peter R Neumann, ‘The Trouble with Radicalization’ (2013) 89(4) 

International Affairs 873. 
16 Kim Zetter, ‘Inside the Cunning, Unprecedented Hack of Ukraine’s Power 

Grid’ Wired (6 March 2015) https://www.wired.com/2015/03/inside-
cunning-unprecedented-hack-ukraines-power-grid/ accessed 15 May 2025. 
17 White House, Assessment of the WannaCry Ransomware Event (2018) 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Assessment-of-

WannaCry-Ransomware-Event.pdf accessed 15 May 2025. 
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through shell organisations, or leveraging crowdfunding platforms 
to support their operations (Levitt, 2007). Additionally, they 

employ money laundering techniques, such as layering 
transactions across multiple jurisdictions and utilising offshore 
accounts, to obscure the origins of their funds (Wechsler, 2001). 

Another common method is trade-based terrorism, where 
extremists manipulate international trade, such as under- or 

over-invoicing goods and falsifying shipping documents, to 
transfer significant sums covertly (FATF, 2012). 18 

The rise of cryptocurrency has introduced new challenges for 
counterterrorism financing. Cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin and 

Monero offer decentralised, borderless, and often anonymous 
transactions, making them attractive to terrorist organisations 
seeking to bypass traditional banking systems. For example, ISIS 

has been reported to use cryptocurrencies to solicit donations and 
fund activities, exploiting the lack of centralised oversight 

(Chainalysis, 2020). Privacy-focused cryptocurrencies and 
decentralised exchanges further complicate monitoring efforts, as 
they enable users to obscure transaction origins and beneficiaries 

(FATF, 2021). 19 

To counter these threats, international organisations and 
governments have intensified efforts to disrupt terrorist financing. 

The United Nations adopted Resolution 1373, which mandates 
member states to freeze assets, criminalize financing, and 
enhance cross-border cooperation to combat terrorist activities 

(UN, 2001). The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) plays a key 
role in setting global standards, including guidelines on 

combating money laundering and terrorist financing. FATF has 
also expanded its focus to regulate virtual asset service providers 
and improve cryptocurrency transaction tracking (FATF, 2021). 

Additionally, many nations have enacted stricter financial 
regulations, such as the EU’s 5th Anti-Money Laundering 
Directive (AMLD5), which includes measures for monitoring 

virtual asset exchanges and implementing Know Your Customer 
(KYC) protocols (European Commission, 2020). 20 

 
18 Chainalysis, The 2020 State of Crypto Crime (2020) 

https://go.chainalysis.com/2020-Crypto-Crime-Report.html accessed 16 May 

2025. 
19 European Commission, Anti-Money Laundering Directive (AMLD5) (2020) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/international-law-and-
agreements/international-agreements_en accessed 16 May 2025. 
20 Financial Action Task Force (FATF), Virtual Assets and Virtual Asset Service 
Providers (2021) https://www.fatf-

gafi.org/media/fatf/documents/recommendations/Virtual-assets-and-

virtual-asset-service-providers.pdf accessed 16 May 2025. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/international-law-and-agreements/international-agreements_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/international-law-and-agreements/international-agreements_en
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Despite the complexity of modern financial networks, these 
collective efforts underscore the importance of global collaboration 

in countering terrorist financing. However, as terrorists adapt to 
emerging technologies, governments and international bodies 

must continue evolving their strategies to stay ahead.21 

CASE STUDIES OF GLOBALISED TERRORISM 

Globalisation has profoundly influenced the evolution of 
terrorism, allowing extremist groups to extend their reach and 
impact across borders. This section examines three crucial case 

studies: Al-Qaeda's orchestration of the 9/11 attacks, ISIS's 
global network, and the rise of homegrown terrorism. 

• Al-Qaeda and the 9/11 Attacks 

The 9/11 attacks perpetrated by Al-Qaeda on September 11, 

2001, represent one of the most significant and devastating 
terrorist events in modern history. This attack was made possible 

by globalization, as the group utilized international networks for 
planning, coordination, and execution. Al-Qaeda exploited global 
communication systems, financial networks, and transnational 

movement to carry out the attack.  Agents trained in Afghanistan 
traveled to several countries, including Germany and the United 
States, to conduct surveillance, receive training, and integrate 

with their targets (National Commission on Terrorist Attacks, 
2004).22 

The financial aspect also highlights the role of globalization. Al-

Qaeda transferred funds through international banking systems 
to finance the attack, using charities and informal money transfer 
systems such as hawala to evade detection (Wechsler, 2001). 

Following the attack, a global response ensued: the United States 
launched the War on Terror, leading to military interventions in 

Afghanistan and Iraq. International organizations such as the 
United Nations strengthened anti-terrorism resolutions, and 
multilateral initiatives such as the Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF) adopted measures to combat terrorist financing (UN, 
2001).23 

• ISIS and its global network 

 
21 William F Wechsler, ‘Follow the Money’ Foreign Affairs (2001) 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2001-01-01/follow-money accessed 

16 May 2025. 
22 FATF (n 20). 
23 William F Wechsler, ‘Follow the Money’ Foreign Affairs (2001) 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2001-01-01/follow-money accessed 

17 May 2025. 
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The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) took advantage of 
globalization to establish itself as a dominant terrorist 

organization between 2014 and 2019. ISIS used the internet and 
social media to promote its ideology, recruit fighters, and claim 
responsibility for attacks worldwide. Social media platforms such 

as Twitter, YouTube, and Telegram became key instruments for 
ISIS operations. The group produced high-quality propaganda 

videos in multiple languages to appeal to diverse audiences, 
glorifying life under ISIS and encouraging people to join its cause 
(Berger and Morgan, 2015).24 

Globalization also facilitated the recruitment of foreign fighters. 

An estimated 40,000 people from over 100 countries traveled to 
Syria and Iraq to join ISIS, many of them inspired by the group's 
online campaigns (Barrett, 2014).  Furthermore, ISIS leveraged 

transnational smuggling networks to fund its operations, 
generating revenue from oil sales, ransom payments, and the 

looting of cultural property (Clarke, 2017). 

ISIS's global influence extended beyond its territories, inspiring 
looter attacks and coordinated operations in Europe, Asia, and 
the Americas. For example, the 2015 Paris attacks and the 2016 

Brussels attacks were linked to individuals affiliated with or 
inspired by ISIS ideology (Vidino, 2017).25 

• Homegrown Terrorism 

Homegrown terrorism has become a significant threat in the age 

of globalization, with individuals radicalized by global ideologies 
perpetrating attacks within their own countries. Unlike traditional 

terrorism, homegrown terrorists typically act independently or 
with minimal direct support from larger organizations. 

The 2017 Manchester Arena bombing by Salman Abedi 
exemplifies this trend. Abedi, a British citizen of Libyan descent, 

was radicalized through exposure to extremist ideologies online 
and his connections to ISIS operatives abroad. The attack, which 

killed 22 people, demonstrated how globalized ideologies can 
inspire acts of violence at the local level (Dearden, 2018).26 

 
24 National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, The 
9/11 Commission Report (2004) https://www.9-

11commission.gov/report/911Report.pdf accessed 17 May 2025. 
25 Jacob M Berger and Jon Morgan, The ISIS Twitter Census: Defining and 
Describing the Population of ISIS Supporters on Twitter (Brookings Institution 
2015) https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-isis-twitter-census-defining-

and-describing-the-population-of-isis-supporters-on-twitter/ accessed 18 

May 2025. 
26 Charles P Clarke, After the Caliphate: The Islamic State and the Future 
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Similarly, the 2015 Paris attacks, orchestrated by ISIS-affiliated 
individuals, highlighted the blurred line between local and 

transnational terrorism. While the attackers were based in 
Europe, their coordination with ISIS leaders in Syria underscores 

the role of global networks in facilitating such operations (Vidino, 
2017).27 

These examples illustrate how globalization has facilitated the 
spread of extremist ideologies, allowing individuals to adopt global 

narratives of terrorism when acting within their own 
communities.  Governments around the world have responded by 

strengthening national counterterrorism measures, promoting 
community engagement, and addressing online radicalization 
through regulation and collaboration with technology 

companies.28 

THE ROLE OF RADICALISATION IN A GLOBALISED WORLD 

Globalisation has accelerated the exchange of ideas, cultures, and 
technologies, fostering interconnectivity and unwittingly creating 

fertile ground for radicalisation. Through the global movement of 
ideas, people from diverse nations are exposed to extremist 
ideologies that can exploit grievances, identity crises, or social 

alienation. Social media platforms, in particular, play a significant 
role in the proliferation of radical content. Research indicates that 
platforms such as YouTube, Twitter, and Facebook have been 

exploited by extremist groups to recruit members, spread 
propaganda, and create echo chambers that reinforce harmful 

ideologies (Smith, 2020). The speed and reach of these platforms 
amplify the risks of radicalisation, allowing even isolated 
individuals to connect with like-minded extremists around the 

world.29 

Diasporic communities are particularly vulnerable to 
radicalization, especially in countries with significant immigrant 

populations.  Many people in diaspora communities face 

 
Terrorist Diaspora (RAND Corporation 2017) 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2237.html accessed 18 

May 2025. 
27 Libby Dearden, ‘Manchester Arena Attack: How a Network of Libyan 

Fighters Helped Plot the Bombing’ Independent (23 May 2018) 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/manchester-arena-

attack-libyan-fighters-bombing-plot-a8368981.html accessed 18 May 2025. 
28 United Nations, UN Security Council Resolution 1373 (2001) UN Doc 

S/RES/1373 (2001) https://undocs.org/S/RES/1373(2001) accessed 18 
May 2025. 
29 John Smith, ‘Social Media and the Spread of Extremism’ Global Policy 
Journal (2020) 

https://www.globalpolicyjournal.com/blog/22/01/2020/social-media-and-

spread-extremism accessed 18 May 2025. 
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challenges such as cultural dislocation, discrimination, or 
socioeconomic marginalization, which can increase susceptibility 

to extremist narratives. Studies show that second-generation 
migrants can experience an "identity crisis," increasing their 
likelihood of seeking belonging within radical movements (Kumar 

and Hassan, 2018). This phenomenon underscores the need for 
host countries to promote inclusion and integration, ensuring 

that diaspora communities feel valued and supported.30 

Counter-radicalization efforts have become a priority at both the 
international and local levels. Initiatives such as the United 
Nations Plan of Action to Prevent Violent Extremism focus on 

addressing the root causes of radicalization, such as poverty, 
inequality, and political disenfranchisement. At the local level, 
programs such as the UK's Prevent strategy seek to identify and 

support people at risk of radicalization through education, 
mentoring, and community engagement (Jones, 2019).  

Collaboration between governments, technology companies, and 
civil society remains essential to curbing the spread of extremist 
ideologies and fostering resilience against radicalization in a 

globalized world.31 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN COMBATING GLOBAL 
TERRORISM 

Global terrorism remains one of the most pressing challenges of 

the modern era, requiring strong international cooperation to 
mitigate its impact. The collaborative efforts of organizations such 
as INTERPOL, the United Nations (UN), and NATO underscore the 

importance of a joint approach. INTERPOL provides critical 
support in intelligence sharing, capacity building, and monitoring 

transnational terrorist activities through its databases and 
operational coordination (Interpol, 2022). The UN has established 
global frameworks, such as the UN Global Counter-Terrorism 

Strategy, to encourage Member States to address the root causes 
of terrorism and strengthen border security measures. NATO, for 
its part, integrates counter-terrorism into its broader mission, 

supporting its Allies through initiatives such as Operation Active 
Endeavour, which focuses on maritime security and deterring 

terrorist threats (NATO, 2021). These coordinated efforts 
demonstrate the power of collective action in addressing the 
complex and transnational nature of terrorism.32 

 
30 Amit Kumar and Rashid Hassan, ‘Diaspora Vulnerabilities and 

Radicalization’ Journal of Migration Studies (2018). 
31 Peter Jones, ‘Counter-Radicalization Strategies in Practice’ Policy Review 
Quarterly (2019). 
32 INTERPOL, Counter-Terrorism Initiatives (2022) 

https://www.interpol.int/en/Crimes/Terrorism/Counter-terrorism-initiatives 
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However, balancing the need for international cooperation with 
concerns about national sovereignty and security presents 

significant challenges. Intelligence sharing is often hampered by 
distrust between nations, as countries may be reluctant to 

disclose sensitive information that could compromise their 
security. Border control measures, essential to preventing the 
movement of terrorists and illicit materials, can strain bilateral 

relations when policies conflict or overlap. Military operations, 
while necessary, often generate debates about the jurisdiction and 
scope of operations of international forces within sovereign 

territories (Smith and Lee, 2020). These challenges highlight the 
delicate balance between preserving national security and 

fostering global collaboration.33 

Despite these difficulties, building trust and creating transparent 
mechanisms for cooperation remain critical to combating global 
terrorism. By adopting shared objectives, optimizing 

communication channels, and addressing mutual concerns, the 
international community can strengthen its ability to address this 

persistent threat.34 

CONCLUSION 

The relationship between globalization and terrorism is complex, 
as the former significantly facilitates the evolution of the latter into 
a transnational threat. Globalization has strengthened terrorist 

organizations through technological advances, enabling global 
communication, recruitment, and dissemination of propaganda. 

Social media and encrypted messaging platforms have enabled 
these groups to radicalize individuals remotely, overcoming 
traditional geographic and state barriers (Weimann, 2016). 

Interconnected global financial systems have also been exploited 
to finance operations, as terrorist organizations use methods such 

as money laundering, cryptocurrencies, and informal value 
transfer systems to fund their activities. Furthermore, 
globalization has created international networks that allow 

terrorists to coordinate across borders, as seen in the operations 
of groups such as Al-Qaeda and ISIS (Hoffman, 2006).35 

 
accessed 19 May 2025. 
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Looking ahead, terrorism in a globalized world presents emerging 
threats that demand urgent attention.  Cyberterrorism, where 

critical infrastructure, financial institutions, and government 
systems are targeted by cyberattacks, is becoming a major 
concern. Terrorist groups are increasingly exploiting 

vulnerabilities in cyberspace, using ransomware, hacks, and data 
breaches to disrupt societies and economies (Clarke and Knake, 

2019). Furthermore, advances in artificial intelligence (AI) pose 
new challenges, as these technologies can be misused for 
surveillance, militarization, and automated attacks. The 

convergence of AI and terrorism can lead to scenarios where 
autonomous systems are used in acts of violence, complicating 
traditional counterterrorism efforts.36 

To address these challenges, policymakers must adopt 

comprehensive strategies that foster international collaboration. 
Greater intelligence sharing among nations is crucial to 

preventing attacks and dismantling transnational networks. 
Stricter regulations on digital platforms are needed to monitor and 
restrict the spread of extremist content while safeguarding 

freedom of expression and privacy.  Governments must 
collaborate with technology companies to develop tools to detect 

and counter online radicalization. Likewise, counter-
radicalization programs that address the underlying causes of 
extremism, such as poverty, inequality, and lack of education, are 

essential to finding long-term solutions. These programs should 
include community engagement initiatives, psychological 
support, and economic development in vulnerable regions 

(Neumann, 2013).37 

Globalization has undoubtedly intensified the complexity of 
terrorism, but it also offers opportunities for collective action and 

innovation in the fight against terrorism. By fostering 
international cooperation, strengthening digital governance, and 
addressing the socioeconomic factors that drive extremism, the 

global community can help mitigate the threats posed by 
terrorism in an increasingly interconnected world.38 
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